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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Previously presented) An apparatus for coimecting a longitudinal 
member with a bone portion, coinprising: 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion to 
connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal member, 
said housing having a second passage with a longitudmal axis extending transverse to 
said first passage, said fastener extending through an opening in said housing into said 
second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said longitudinal axis of said 
fastener being positionable in any one of a plurality of desired angular positions relative 
to said longitudinal axis of said second passage, the second passage having a horizontal 
indentation; 

a spacer received in said second passage of said housing and engageable with said 
fastener and said longitudinal member and having a radial surface below said indentation; 
and 

a member engaging both the horizontal indentation in the second passage and the 
radial surface of the spacer that applies an axial force to the spacer to prevent relative 
movement between said fastener and said housing and holding said longitudinal axis of 
said fastener in any one of said plurality of desired angular positions relative to said 
longitudinal axis of said second passage when said longitudinal member is disengaged 
firom said spacer and said spacer engages said fastener, said fastener and said housing 
being manually movable relative to each other against said force when said longitudinal 
member is disengaged from said spacer and said member applies said force. 

2. (Previously presented) An apparams as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
member is an axially compressible member is an axial compressible member. 

3. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said member is a 
spring member engaging said housing and said spacer. 

4. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 3 wherein said member includes a 
ring member extending into a groove in said spacer and a groove in said housing. 
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5. (Origmal) An apparatus as defined in claim 4 wherein said ring member has a 
gap to permit radial contraction and radial expansion of said ring member, 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 4 wherein said ring member is 
arched when said ring member is disengaged from said housing and said spacer, 

8. (Previously presekited) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
fastener includes a first part spherical surface engageable with a part spherical surface of said 
housing. 

9. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 8 wherein said fastener includes a 
second pan spherical surface engageable with said spacer. 

10. (Origimal) An apparatus as defined in claim 9 wherein said fastener includes a 
surface engageable with said spacer to limit relative movement betweesn said fastener and said 
housing. 

11. (Original) An apparams as defined m claim 10 wherein said second part 
spherical surface has a diameter smaller than a diameter of said first part spherical surface, said 
surface engageable with said spacer to limit relative movement between said fastener and said 
housing extending between said first and second part spherical surfaces. 

12. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said spacer has an 
opening tlirough which a tool extends to engage said fastener when said longitudinal member is 
disengaged &om said spacer. 

13. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim I wherein said spacer includes 
slots that receive a tool for inserting said spacer into said housing, 

14. (Previously presented) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 fiirther 
comprising a longitudinal member and a clamping mechanism, and wherein said clamping 
mechanism includes a threaded member threadably engageable with said housing. 
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15. (Original) An apparatus a$ defined in claim 14 wherein said threaded member 
engages said longitudinal member tp clamp said longitudinal member against said spacer. 

1 6. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 14 wherein said threaded member 
and said housing have a buttress thread. 

17» (Currently amended) An apparatus for connecting a longimdinal m^ber 
with a bone portion, comprising: 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion to 
comiect said longimdinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal member, 
said housing having a second passage thereui w ith a longimdinal axis extending 
transverse to said first passage, said festener extending through an opening in said 
housing into said second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said 
longitudinal axis of said fastener being positionable in any one of a plurality of desired 
angular positions relative to said longitudinal axis of said second passage, the second 
passage having a horizontal retention structure; 

a spacer received in said second pa ssage of said housing and engageable with said 
fastener and said longitudi nal member and having a radial surface below said horizontal 
retention structure! and 

a spring member engaging both the horizontal retention structure in said second 
passage and said radial surface of the spacer that applies an axial force preventing relative 
movement between said fastener and said housing and holding said longimdinal axis of 
said fastener in any one of said plurality of desired angular positions relative to said 
longitudinal axis of said second passage, said astener and said housing being manually 
movable relative to each other against said force when said spring member ^lies said 
force j-aad 

a atrucmro having a rolaxod stat e and a - compressod atato and engaging both tho 
horizontal retention ctnicture of the housing and th e spring mombor to provide caid axial 
forco; Qoid structuro being in tho oompr e ss e d state whoa ongaging tho housing and -fee 
spring mcmbe f . 
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18. (Currently amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 17 wherein said 
spring member and 5aid horizontal r^t^^tton sitnintnr^ are separate members. 

19. (Currently amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 17 wherein said 
hft?:^ontal retention structure comprises ^^gagea an indentation on said housing engaging a nd a 
radially extending surface on said spring member. 

20. (Currently amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 19 wherein said 
indentation comprises a radially extendmg surface and whcroin oaid radially extending purfacio on 
said houQing at least partially defe^es defined bv a circumferential groove in said housingr^id 
spring mombcr oomprisos a spaeeg . 

21* (Previously presented) An apparatus as defined in claim 20 wherein said 
spacer includes first and second radially extending surfaces and an axially extending surface 
defining a groove in said spacer. 

22. (Previously presented) An apparatus as defined in claim 4 wherein said 
spacer includes first and second radially extending surfaces and an axially extending surface 
defining said groove in said spacer. 

23. (Currently amended) An apparams as defined in claim 20 wherein said 
spring member applies said axial force to said spacer to prevent said fastener and said housing 
Srom moving relative to each other when said longitudinal member is disengaged fiT>m said 
housing , 

24. -46 (Canceled) 

47- (Currently amended) An apparatus for connecting a longitudinal member 
with a bone portion comprising: 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion to 
connect said longimdinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing havmg a first passage configured to receive said longimdinal member, 
said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending transverse to 
said first passage, said fiistener extending dirough an opening in said housing into said 
second passage, said housing being movable relative to said fastener, said longitudinal 
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axis of said second passage being positionable in any one of a plurality of desired angular 
positions relative to said longitudinal axis of said fastener, the second passage having a 
horizontal indentation; 

a spacer received in said second passage of said housing and engageable with said 
fastener and said longitudinal member, the spacer having a radial surfacft h minjf^ j^nrWr^^n^ 
below said horizontal indentation : and 

a membw engaging both the horizontal indentation and the radial surface cfxhc. 
spacer to apply an axial force to iTihiipit r.>ifl tfve movement between the fastener and the 
housing, Hie aj^j^ fpyce holding said longitudinal axis of said second passage of said 
housing in any one of said plurality of desired angular positions relative to said 
longitudinal axis of said festener when said longitudinal member is disengaged from said 
spacer and said spacer engages said fastener, said fastener and said housing being 
manuaUy movable relative to each other against said force when said longitudinal 
member is disengaged fiom said spacer and said member applies said force. 

48. (Previously presented) An apparatus comprising: 
a longitudinal member connectable with a bone portion; 

a festener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion to 
coimect said longimdinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal member, 
said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending transverse to 
said first passage, said fastener extending through an opening in said housing into said 
second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said longitudinal axis of said 
fastener being positionable in any one of a plurality of angular positions relative to said 
longitudinal axis of said second passage; 

a spacer received in said second passage of said housing and engageable with said 
&stener and said longitudinal member, 

a member that applies a force to prevent relative movement between said fastener 
and said housing when said longimdinal member is diswigaged from said qjacer and said 
spacer engages said fastener, said fastener and said housing being manually movable 
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relative to each other against said force when said longitudinal member is disengaged 
from said spacer and said member applies said force; and 

.a clamping mechanism that clamps said longitudinal member^ said spacer and said 
housing to said fastener to prevent movement of said fastener relative to said housing; 

said member being a spiing member ^gaging said housing and said spacer, said 
member including a ring member extending into a groove in said Sfpacer and a groove in 
said housing; said ring member having a gap to permit radial contraction and radial 
expansion of said ring member; 

said spacer including axially extending slots that receive a tool for inserting said 
spacer and said ring member into said housing, said slots intersecting said groove in said 
spacer to permit engagement of said tool with said spring member to radially contract said 
spring member into said groove in said spacer. 

49. (Previously presented) An apparatus comprising: 
a longitudinal member connectable with a bone portion; 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion to 
connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal member, 
said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending transverse to 
said first passage, said fastener extending througli an opening in said housing into said 
second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said longimdinal axis of said 
fastener being positionable in any one of a plurality of angular positions relative to said 
longitudinal axis of said second passage; 

a spacer received in said second passage of said housing and engageable with said 
fastener and said longitudinal member; 

a member including means for applying a force to prevent relative movement 
between said fastener and said housing when said longitudinal member is disengaged 
from said spacer and said spacer engages said fastener, said member including means for 
permitting manual movement of said &stener and said housing relative to each other 
against said force when said longitudinal member is disengaged fiom said spacer and said 
force is applied; and 
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a clamping mechanism that clamps said longitudinal member, said spacer and said 
housing to said fastener to prevent movement of said fastener relative to said housing; 

said member being a spring member engaging said housing and said spaca-, said 
member including a ring member extending into a groove in said spacer and a groove in 
said housing, said ring member having a gap to permit radial contraction and radial 
expansion of said ring membo:; 

said spacer including axially esctending slots that receive a tool for insCTting said 
spacer and said ring member into said housing, said slots intersecting said groove in said 
spacer to pennit engagement of said tool with said spring member to radially contract said 
spring member into said groove in said spacer. 

50.-59. (Canceled) 
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